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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RICH-
ARD J. DURBIN, a Senator from the 
State of Illinois. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, from whom all bless-

ings flow, we lift our hearts to You in 
prayer, not because we are perfect but 
because we are flawed human beings in 
need of You. Help us to find Your judg-
ing truth, Your cleansing pardon, and 
Your comforting promise. 

Today, as the Members of this body 
listen, study, ponder, and discuss, give 
them special wisdom to sit and sort 
and filter the voices so that out of de-
bate and decision may come truth, jus-
tice, and righteousness. Lord, use our 
Senators so that Your will may be done 
on Earth as it is in heaven. We pray in 
Your sacred Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable RICHARD J. DURBIN led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TESTER). The clerk will please read a 
communication to the Senate from the 
President pro tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 15, 2011. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen-

ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
any leader remarks, the Senate will be 
in morning business until 2 p.m. today. 
The first hour is equally divided and 
controlled, with the Republicans con-
trolling the first half and the majority 
controlling the second half. 

We continue to work through amend-
ments on S. 782. 

f 

MEDICARE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Americans 
have been very clear about where they 
stand on the Republicans’ budget pro-
posal: They reject it soundly, and for 
many reasons. But the most glaring 
reason is the effort to change Medicare 
as we know it. No wonder. It ends a 
successful program that has saved sen-
iors from illness and poverty for over 
four decades—millions of them. 

Their so-called budget is nothing 
more than an ideological plan to shift 
the burden to seniors, who can least af-
ford it, in an effort to put the insur-
ance companies between senior pa-
tients and their doctors. With all due 
respect to the ranking member of the 
Budget Committee here in the Senate, 
pointing the finger at Democrats, as he 
has done, will not erase the fact they 
plan to end the Medicare Program as 
we know it and like it. 

Democrats, Republicans, and Inde-
pendents feel the same way, and no 

amount of political distortions or dis-
tractions will change that. Only when 
Republicans agree to take cuts to 
Medicare off the table can we have a 
serious discussion about how we can 
move forward in our battle to decrease 
the deficit. 

Republicans claim only sacrifices 
from seniors will balance the budget. 
We disagree. Yet they protect tax 
breaks for millionaires and billion-
aires. They protect the billions of dol-
lars in taxpayer-funded handouts to oil 
companies making record profits. The 
Republican plan will put insurance 
company bureaucrats between seniors 
and their doctors. It would force each 
senior, for example, to pay $6,400 more 
each year for health care. 

Breaking our promise to seniors, 
while wealthy oil companies and bil-
lionaires get a pass, is simply too high 
a price to pay. We need to strengthen 
Medicare for the millions of seniors 
who count on it every day, and pre-
serve it for our children and grand-
children, not cut seniors’ benefits. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

THE ECONOMY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
over the past few weeks, Americans 
have gotten what seems like a daily 
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